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Terence Blanchard to Record New CD “Choices” In New Orleans; World-Renowned Trumpet Player and Film Composer Will Premiere Music From The New Album At Concerts 
In The City 

Three-time Grammy award-winning trumpet player and composer Terence Blanchard will premiere music from his upcoming new CD, “Choices,” at a concert at the Ogden Museum Of Southern Art on Sunday, March 15.  This is the first time that Blanchard has recorded an album in New Orleans. The new CD, “Choices,” will be recorded in early March in the Ogden’s Patrick F. Taylor Library. The Library, completed in 1889, is the only existing building in the South designed by New Orleans native H.H. Richardson.

Guest artists on “Choices” will include writer, speaker, educator and activist Dr. Cornel West and singer, musician and composer Bilal. West will perform spoken word pieces on the album with Bilal providing vocals on a few of the tracks.  “Choices” is scheduled to be released in the summer of 2009.
“Life is all about expansion and evolution. We make choices every day, none of which are right or wrong.  They are simply choices that allow us to explore the variety of what’s before us.” Terence Blanchard
The “Choices” premiere concerts on March 15 will feature Blanchard and his band—Fabian Almazan on piano, Derrick Hodge on bass, Kendrick Scott on drums and Walter Smith III on saxophone. The concerts—at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.—will provide concertgoers exclusive insight into the creative process of making the CD.
Blanchard has established himself as one of the most influential jazz musicians and film score masters of his generation. Currently signed to Blue Note Records, Blanchard belongs to a jazz legacy that has shaped the contours of modern jazz today. Blue Note Records stretches back to 1939 and includes formative albums by one of Blanchard's mentors, the legendary drummer and bandleader Art Blakey. As a jazz musician, Blanchard is a multi-Grammy Award nominee, winning just this week for his instrumental solo for Be-Bop on Live At The 2007 Monterey Jazz Festival. In 2008, Blanchard also won a Grammy for his CD, A Tale of God's Will (A Requiem for Katrina), a beautifully haunting and impassioned song cycle about Hurricane Katrina. Terence Blanchard is also fresh off of a ten week tour with jazz giant Herbie Hancock. 
As a film composer, Blanchard has more than 50 scores to his credit and received a Golden Globe nomination for Spike Lee's 25th Hour. In 2008 he completed the scores for Lee's Miracle at St. Anna, as well as the soundtrack for Darnell Martin’s Cadillac Records. Other film music written by Blanchard includes Kasi Lemmons' Eve's Bayou and Talk to Me, Oprah Winfrey's Their Eyes Were Watching God, Tim Story's Barbershop and Ron Shelton's Dark Blue. As Artistic Director of the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz, Blanchard works with students in the areas of artistic development, arranging, and composition. For more information on Blanchard, please visit: http://www.terenceblanchard.com or
http://www.burgessmgmt.com.
What: Terence Blanchard “Choices” Premiere Concert

When: Sun. March 15

Times: 2 p.m.; 7 p.m.

Who: Terence Blanchard and his band
Where: Ogden Museum of Southern Art Patrick F. Taylor Library, 915 Andrews Higgins Drive at Lee Circle, New Orleans

Ticket price: To be announced

For information and ticket reservation, call Stephanie Spicer, 504/539-9618.

ABOUT THE OGDEN MUSEUM OF SOUTHERN ART/NEW ORLEANS

The Ogden Museum of Southern Art/University of New Orleans is home to the largest and most comprehensive collection of Southern art in the world. Here you will find the story of the South—the old as well as the new, as told through its art, music and education programs. The museum includes Stephen Goldring Hall, which opened in 2003, and two buildings under construction and renovation: the Clementine Hunter Education Wing and the Patrick F. Taylor Library, designed by American 19th-century architect, Henry Hobson Richardson. Among the many artists represented in the museum’s collection are Benny Andrews, William Dunlap, Ida Kohlmeyer, Will Henry Stevens, Hunt Slonem and George Ohr.

Museum hours are 10 am-5 pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6 pm-8 pm Thursday evenings for Ogden After Hours.  For more information, call 504.539.9600, or go to www.ogdenmuseum.org.
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