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The Ogden Museum of Southern Art presents

Southern Storytellers: Ellen Gilchrist
Mississippi native Ellen Gilchrist will be featured in Southern Storytellers, the Ogden Museum of Southern Art’s ongoing series that spotlights writers on a state-by-state basis, on Sunday, July 12, 2 p.m., at the museum. Author (“Heart Like Water”) and New Orleans resident Joshua Clark will moderate the session. The event will include a reading, discussion and a booksigning.
       Southern Storytellers is a presentation of the Ogden Museum’s Kohlmeyer Circle – a group of young art and cultural enthusiasts who creatively support the museum. The series started in 2008 and has featured Julia Reed, Brad Watson, John Biguenet and Tim Gautreaux.
       Ellen Gilchrist, born in Vicksburg, Mississippi, writes poems, short stories, novels and nonfiction commentaries, as well as received numerous awards for her work. Her first book was a collection of short stories, “In the Land of Dreamy Dreams” (1981), which sold more than 10,000 copies in its first ten months and garnered immense critical acclaim. She followed up with her first novel, “The Annunciation,” in 1983, and the following year, a second collection of stories, “Victory Over Japan,” which won the 1984 National Book Award for fiction.
       Gilchrist went on to write more than 20 books, including short story collections, “Rhoda” (1995) and “Nora Jane: A Life in Stories” (2005); novels, “Net of Jewels” (1992) and “Sarah Conley” (1997); and two books of poetry, “The Land Surveyor's Daughter” (1979) and “Riding Out the Tropical Depression: Selected Poems, 1975-1985” (1986). Having worked as a commentator on National Public Radio's Morning Edition (1984-1985), Gilchrist published her commentaries in, “Falling Through Space” in 1987.
       Her latest book, “A Dangerous Age” (2008), is a novel focusing on the women of the Hand family, a Southern dynasty rich with history and tradition, that has been affected by war. Gilchrist currently lives in Arkansas.
       This event is supported by the Louisiana Division of the Arts and Poets & Writers, Inc.

EVENT: Southern Storytellers: Ellen Gilchrist.  Moderated by Joshua Clark.
DATE: Sunday, July 12
TIME: 2 pm – 4 pm
LOCATION: Ogden Museum of Southern Art, 925 Camp St., New Orleans
TICKETS: Free to museum members; $10 non-members
FOR TICKETS OR EVENT INFORMATION: Contact Stephanie Spicer, 504.539.9618
#

ABOUT THE OGDEN MUSEUM OF SOUTHERN ART/University of New Orleans

The Ogden Museum of Southern Art/University of New Orleans is home to the largest and most comprehensive collection of Southern art in the world, and includes the Center for Southern Craft and Design. Here you will find the story of the South—the old as well as the new, as told through its art, music and education programs. The museum includes Stephen Goldring Hall, which opened in 2003, and two buildings under construction and renovation: the Clementine Hunter Education Wing and the Patrick F. Taylor Library, designed by American 19th-century architect, Henry Hobson Richardson. Among the many artists represented in the museum’s collection are Benny Andrews, William Dunlap, Ida Kohlmeyer, Will Henry Stevens, Hunt Slonem and George Ohr.
Museum hours are 10 am-5 pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6 pm-8 pm Thursday evenings for Ogden After Hours.  For more information, call 504.539.9600, or go to www.ogdenmuseum.org.
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