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Lyle Bongé:

The Ogden Museum of Southern Art remembers this noted Mississippi photographer 
and his cultural legacy 

“If you can kill a snake with it, it aint art.” – Lyle Bongé

The Ogden Museum of Southern Art is mourning the loss of photographer Lyle Bongé, a great friend of the Museum who passed away on Mon. Dec. 7, 2009. His wit, passion and talent will be greatly missed.


A native of Biloxi, Miss., Bongé was born in 1929 to Archie and Dusti Bongé, themselves noted artists. All three Bongés have work in the Ogden Museum of Southern Art’s permanent collection, reflecting the Museum’s focus on “The Art of the Family” in the South. There is currently an exhibition of Dusti Bongé’s paintings from the 1950s at the Museum, on view until January 3, 2010.


In the late 1940s, Lyle Bongé studied at the short-lived but highly influential Black Mountain College in Asheville, N.C., where he roomed with famed essayist/poet/publisher Jonathan Williams. While doing graduate work in anthropology at the University of Mexico, he bought a camera to record the trip. After serving in the U.S. Army in Korea, where he ran a darkroom, he returned to Biloxi, where he began renovating houses and launched his career in photography.

Since 1955, Bongé took an estimated 40,000 black and white photographs, many of them focusing on New Orleans’ Mardi Gras. In 1977, Jargon Press published The Sleep of Reason: Lyle Bongé's Ultimate Ash Hauling Photographs. His works are contained in private and public collections, including the Mississippi Museum of Art, Philadelphia Museum of Art, Houston Museum of Fine Art, Pensacola Art Museum and the Ogden Museum of Southern Art. Beyond his career as a photographer, Bongé had been a metal sculptor, boat builder, bank director and tree topper.

“Lyle Bongé was a notable photographer, a good friend of the Ogden Museum, and a memorable Southern character,” says Ogden Director Dr. J. Richard Gruber. “He was, in many ways, a larger-than-life character—born of artist parents, educated at the legendary Black Mountain College, then returned to Biloxi and the Gulf Coast where he was active as a photographer and sculptor, as well as a boat builder. We are honored to have known and worked with Lyle and to feature a range of his photographs in our permanent collection.”
####
ABOUT THE OGDEN MUSEUM OF SOUTHERN ART/NEW ORLEANS

The Ogden Museum of Southern Art/University of New Orleans is home to the largest and most comprehensive collection of Southern art in the world, and includes the Center for Southern Craft and Design. Here you will find the story of the South—the old as well as the new, as told through its art, music and education programs. The museum includes Stephen Goldring Hall, which opened in 2003, and two buildings under construction and renovation: the Clementine Hunter Education Wing and the Patrick F. Taylor Library, designed by American 19th-century architect, Henry Hobson Richardson. Among the many artists represented in the museum’s collection are Benny Andrews, William Dunlap, Ida Kohlmeyer, Will Henry Stevens, Hunt Slonem and George Ohr.
Museum hours are 10 am-5 pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6 pm-8 pm Thursday evenings for Ogden After Hours.  For more information, call 504.539.9600, or go to www.ogdenmuseum.org.
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