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“Jonathan Traviesa: Portraits in New Orleans 1998 – 2009”

An exhibition opens on Nov. 27 of black and white portraits of the denizens of New Orleans; Booksigning on Dec. 10

Evocative black-and-white environmental portraits of 38 people who encompass the widely ranging diversity of New Orleanians comprise the exhibition, “Jonathan Traviesa: Portraits in New Orleans 1998-2009.” The exhibition opens on Nov. 27, 2009 and will be on view until Jan. 24, 2010.


The subjects of Traviesa’s photographs are not random, but were carefully selected by the photographer, based on friendship and an intuitive understanding of his subjects and their environments. Some know each other, some do not.

“I am interested in where and how people live in New Orleans,” says Jonathan Traviesa. “I believe that who these people are is shaped in part by the spaces they know and live around. This project attempts to record the dialogue between the intimate, built environment of New Orleans and the personalities contained therein.”  


The black-and-white images were taken with an old Rolleiflex twin-lens camera that was given to him by his father. The settings are outdoors, which keeps the lighting simple and gives the viewer a sense of how and where the subjects live. (Most reside in the Marigny and Bywater neighborhoods in New Orleans.) This exhibition offers a unique update on the Southern tradition of integrating the arts—visual, literature and theater—with a sense of place.


 The photographs in the exhibition were selected from the book, “Portraits: Photographs in New Orleans 1998-2009” by Jonathan Traviesa, which features 100 portraits. There will be a booksigning with the artist on Thurs. Dec. 10. 

This exhibition is part of the New Orleans Photo Alliance’s Photo NOLA, an annual celebration of photography in New Orleans. (http://photonola.org).

Jonathan Traviesa Details: 

Exhibition: “Jonathan Traviesa: Portraits in New Orleans 1998 – 2009”

Dates: Nov. 27, 2009 –Jan. 24, 2010
Admission: Museum members free; nonmembers are $10

Booksigning of “Portraits: Photographs in New Orleans 1998-2009” by Jonathan Traviesa Date: Thurs. Dec. 10, 6 p.m.-8 p.m. (During Ogden After Hours featuring Joe Clay–A Ponderosa Stomp Foundation Collaboration)
Location: Ogden Museum of Southern Art, 925 Camp St., New Orleans

Admission: Booksigning is free; If you stay for Ogden After Hours, members are free; nonmembers $10.

####
ABOUT THE OGDEN MUSEUM OF SOUTHERN ART/NEW ORLEANS

The Ogden Museum of Southern Art/University of New Orleans is home to the largest and most comprehensive collection of Southern art in the world, and includes the Center for Southern Craft and Design. Here you will find the story of the South—the old as well as the new, as told through its art, music and education programs. The museum includes Stephen Goldring Hall, which opened in 2003, and two buildings under construction and renovation: the Clementine Hunter Education Wing and the Patrick F. Taylor Library, designed by American 19th-century architect, Henry Hobson Richardson. Among the many artists represented in the museum’s collection are Benny Andrews, William Dunlap, Ida Kohlmeyer, Will Henry Stevens, Hunt Slonem and George Ohr.
Museum hours are 10 am-5 pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6 pm-8 pm Thursday evenings for Ogden After Hours.  For more information, call 504.539.9600, or go to www.ogdenmuseum.org.
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