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THE ART OF SOUTHERN FILM

“Johnny Cash’s America” has its Louisiana premiere as part of a new series

The life and times of the legendary Johnny Cash are captured in Johnny Cash’s America (2008), which is making its Louisiana premiere on April 18, 2009, as part of a new film series—“The Art of Southern Film: Established Masters/ Emerging Makers,” at the Ogden Museum of Southern Art. There will be screening of the film and a discussion with the filmmakers Morgan Neville and Robert Gordon. A reception will follow at the W Hotel.
 Johnny Cash’s America (2008), sheds new light on the Arkansas-born "Man in Black," utilizing an array of sources and materials, including unreleased footage, photos and recordings, and intimate interviews with family and friends. Narrated by Oscar-winning actor Chris Cooper (Adaptation), this extraordinary documentary portrait by award-winning filmmakers Morgan Neville and Robert Gordon explores the prominent themes of Cash's life and legacy, including love of the land, freedom, justice, temptation, faith and redemption.

About the Filmmakers: Award-winning filmmakers Morgan Neville and Robert Gordon have collaborated on several documentaries built around the music and culture of the American South, including the Grammy-nominated Respect Yourself: The Stax Records Story and Muddy Waters Can’t Be Satisfied. Neville’s films include the Emmy-winning Hank Williams: Honky Tonk Blues, and The Cool School. Gordon’s work includes books on Muddy Waters and Elvis Presley, and the films Martin Scorsese Presents the Blues: Road to Memphis, and Stranded in Canton, with William Eggleston.  
About The Art of Southern Film: Established Masters/ Emerging Makers: This series will showcase established and emerging auteurs whose films and videos present unique visions and versions of the people and places, memories and histories of the American South. Quarterly events will include discussions with filmmakers and collaborators, as well as the temporary exhibition of relevant artwork. The series producer is Madeleine Molyneaux, and this event is co-presented by the Ponderosa Stomp Foundation.
Details:

Event:  Screening of Johnny Cash’s America – new series launch of “The Art of Southern Film” and discussion with filmmakers Morgan Neville and Robert Gordon at the Ogden Museum of Southern Art, Fifth Floor Gallery, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.


• Reception to follow at Zöe in the W Hotel, 333 Poydras St., 8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Drink specials for those who wear their “O” (for Ogden) stickers from the screening. Validated parking with parking receipt.
Date: Sat. April 18, 2009 

Locations: Screening/discussion: Ogden Museum of Southern Art, 925 Camp St.; Reception: Zoe at the W Hotel, 333 Poydras St.

Admission to screening: Free to museum members; $10 general admission

This series is supported by the Louisiana Division of the Arts, the W Hotel and Full Motion Productions. 
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ABOUT THE OGDEN MUSEUM OF SOUTHERN ART/NEW ORLEANS

The Ogden Museum of Southern Art/University of New Orleans is home to the largest and most comprehensive collection of Southern art in the world, and includes the Center for Southern Craft and Design. Here you will find the story of the South—the old as well as the new, as told through its art, music and education programs. The museum includes Stephen Goldring Hall, which opened in 2003, and two buildings under construction and renovation: the Clementine Hunter Education Wing and the Patrick F. Taylor Library, designed by American 19th-century architect, Henry Hobson Richardson. Among the many artists represented in the museum’s collection are Benny Andrews, William Dunlap, Ida Kohlmeyer, Will Henry Stevens, Hunt Slonem and George Ohr.

Museum hours are 10 am-5 pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6 pm-8 pm Thursday evenings for Ogden After Hours.  For more information, call 504.539.9600, or go to www.ogdenmuseum.org.
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