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Southern Masters: William Moreland

Abstract artist explores the natural world 
Haunting and ethereal, William Moreland’s abstract landscapes embody his appreciation for beauty and the mystical, as well as the Louisiana landscape.


Born in New Orleans in 1927, Moreland remembers a spiritual childhood steeped in Catholicism. It was this interest that led him to Dom Gregory DeWit, a Benedictine monk and artist who Moreland discovered painting a mural in a nearby church. DeWit mentored him and taught Moreland basic painting techniques. Moreland also had a strong interest in nature and geology, a probable influence being his father, who was a professor of botany at Louisiana State University.

 After graduating Louisiana State University with a bachelor of arts and masters of arts, Moreland was appointed the chair of the Fine Arts Department of Southwestern Louisiana University (today the University of Louisiana, Lafayette) in 1957. It was here that he worked with a faculty that included sculptor John Geldersma and painter Elemore Morgan Jr. 

 Throughout his tenure at the university, Moreland often traveled all over the United States and Canada, as well as commuted regularly through the Louisiana bayous along Highway 90 from New Orleans to Lafayette. It was these travels that led him to create these mutli-layered, closely observed landscapes filtered through an abstract sensibility. In his later paintings, Moreland created triptychs that reflected his earlier fascination for religious imagery. Many of the architecturally inspired frames often recall Christian altarpieces, and were individually crafted by John Richard in response to each completed work. 

This exhibition is part of the Ogden Museum of Southern Art’s Southern Masters series, which showcases the work of living artists who are now in the mature stage of their career. This series of paintings are from the Mary Lee Eggart Collection in the Ogden Museum’s permanent collection.

This exhibition made possible with the support of the Diana Helis Henry Foundation. Programming is supported in part by a grant from the Louisiana Division of the Arts, Office of Cultural Development, Department of Culture, Recreation & Tourism, in cooperation with the Louisiana State Arts Council, funding has also been provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, a Federal agency. Programming is also supported in part by a Community Arts Grant made possible by the City of New Orleans as administered by the Arts Council of New Orleans.
###

Museum hours are 11am-4pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6-8pm Thursday evenings for 

Ogden After Hours. Free to members, $10 general admission.
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