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Roger Brown: Southern Exposure

A retrospective of an Alabama native who was a member 
of the Chicago Imagists
When Roger Brown left the small Alabama town of Opelika, where he grew up, little did he know that he would become part of an important 20th-century art movement. Called the Chicago Imagists, these artists blended folk art, surrealism, comic strip, advertisements and flea market finds into narrative paintings and mixed media. 

“Roger Brown: Southern Exposure,” a retrospective of his paintings and mixed media, will be at the Ogden Museum of Southern Art, April 19, 2008 to July 31, 2008. 

After leaving bible college in Nashville, Tenn., Brown moved to Chicago, where he graduated from the Art Institute of Chicago. He remained in Chicago, and became a member of the Imagist movement, which came to prominence in the 1960s and ‘70s. The Hairy Who, Nonplussed Some, False Image and the Monster Roster—also part of the Chicago art scene—fed into the Imagists, a group that embraced eccentricity, pop culture, nostalgia and personal expression in contrast to the earlier Pop artists in New York, who were inspired by contemporary advertising and adventure-cartoons. Brown’s work reflected his own views on religion, politics and art—with a distinctly Southern perspective.

Brown returned to Alabama regularly and kept in close touch with his family--maintaining his ties to the South throughout his career.  “I think that my going in the direction I did came from being Southern,” Brown said. 

This exhibition, which was organized by the Jule Collins SMITH Museum of Fine Art at Auburn University with guest curator Sidney Lawrence—and includes works from the Ogden Museum of Southern Art’s collection—explores the connection to family and Southern roots in his work.

Brown was diagnosed with HIV/AIDS, but the illness did not slow him down from making significant later contributions, including setting the groundwork for the Roger Brown Rock House Museum in Beulah, Ala., a building he originally planned to remodel as his Southern studio and residence. It became, instead, a museum dedicated to Brown after his death in 1997.

This exhibition made possible with the support of The Dunlap Family: Bill Dunlap, Linda Burgess and 
Maggie Dunlap, as well as the Diana Helis Henry Foundation. Programming is supported in part by a grant from the Louisiana Division of the Arts, Office of Cultural Development, Department of Culture, Recreation & Tourism, in cooperation with the Louisiana State Arts Council, funding has also been provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, a Federal agency. Programming is also supported in part by a Community Arts Grant made possible by the City of New Orleans as administered by the Arts Council of New Orleans.
###
Museum hours are 11am-4pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6-8pm Thursday evenings for Ogden After Hours. Free to members, $10 general admission.
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