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Lisa Silvestri: The John McDonough SeriesEvocative black and white photographs of New Orleans teens from a public school 

NEW ORLEANS (October 27, 2008) -- Students at a New Orleans public high school inspired a Manhattan photographer to create a collection of images that testifies to this Louisiana city’s fortitude. 
The exhibition, "Lisa Silvestri: The New Orleans Portrait Project  -- The John McDonogh Series" is a collection of black and white photographs that are a contemplation of strength rather than a rumination on the disasters that have afflicted the Gulf Coast. The exhibition will be at the Ogden Museum of Southern Art from now until January 4, 2009.
Silvestri, who grew up in New Orleans, began returning regularly after Hurricane Katrina devastated the city in August 2005. Her initial idea was to shoot survivors’ portraits, replacing ruined family mementoes with new ones so families could begin to rebuild their visual history and to help make these people, who were often lost in the following storm of politics and finger-pointing, visible to a larger world. 
In 2007 her efforts led her to John McDonogh High School located on Esplanade Avenue. Exploring the city school and meeting the students who attend classes there opened up a new world for Silvestri.
"My memories of McDonough High were only that this was a troubled school," she says.
Yet, Sivestri created a bond with her subjects, who were asked to maintain a pose while the photographer took their picture with her antique Deardorff large-format camera. The results have little of the posturing associated with teenagers. "What struck me about the students was how on the ball they were. These were kids the large society doesn’t really pay attention to, and they’ve been so misplaced. Some weren’t living with their parents. Some were living with aunts, uncles. Some were living alone. But these kids don’t have chips on their shoulders. It was just something bad happened to them which was Katrina," she says.
"Lisa Silvestri’s photographs reflect a sensitivity to her subjects and an awareness of our city’s neighborhood-based culture," says Ogden Museum Director J. Richard Gruber. "This is both remarkable and consistent with the spirit of the Ogden’s post-Katrina programs and exhibitions."

Silvestri attended Loyola University, the New School and the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York. She has exhibited in New Orleans, New York and Mexico City. Silvestri hopes to stay in touch with her teenage subjects, but it’s hard to do with mobile young people. "I still want to document their progress," she says. "I want to keep capturing their humanity."
ABOUT THE OGDEN
The Ogden Museum of Southern Art/University of New Orleans is home to the largest and most comprehensive collection of Southern art in the world. Here you will find the story of the South—the old as well as the new, as told through its art, music and education programs. The museum includes Stephen Goldring Hall, which opened in 2003, and two buildings under construction and renovation: the Clementine Hunter Education Wing and the Patrick F. Taylor Library, designed by American 19th-century architect, Henry Hobson Richardson. Among the many artists represented in the museum’s collection are Benny Andrews, William Dunlap, Ida Kohlmeyer, Will Henry Stevens, Hunt Slonem and George Ohr. 
Museum hours are 11am-4pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6-8pm Thursday evenings for Ogden After Hours. Free to members, $10 general admission 
For more information, call 504/539-9600 or visit the Web site at www.ogdenmuseum.org <http://www.ogdenmuseum.org> .
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