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The New Orleans premiere of “An Evening of Drama, Words and Art”
One-night only performance of prize-winning entries from the 

Ogden Museum of Southern Art and L.E. Rabouin High School writing contest

On Dec. 5, “An Evening of Drama, Words and Art” will make its premiere at L.E. Rabouin High School. The event features performances and dramatic readings of prize-winning entries from the Ogden Museum of Southern Art and L.E.Rabouin High School writing contest.


The contest actually had its origins in a previous one sponsored by the Ogden Museum of Southern Art. In 2007/2008, two 10th-grade sections from Rabouin, guided by Andrew Larimer, wrote one-act plays inspired by images in the Ogden’s collections. The resulting “Plays from Pictures” showcased the four prize-winning plays, which were performed by members of the NOLA Project. The contest and program were funded by the MaggieGeorge Foundation.

The Ogden wished to continue this program. A grant from the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival Foundation allowed the museum to pursue its goal of making itself part of the school experience of Rabouin students. The museum hosted a workshop for the school’s English Department in June 2008, with three artists—Jeffrey Cook, Clifton Faust, and Andrew Larimer—presenting.  From this workshop came the expanded writing contest resulting in “An Evening of Drama, Words and Art.” 

This contest included all of the Rabouin’s English students who visited the museum to select art that would inspire their writings—plays, short stories, or poems. The three artists—Cook, Faust and Larimer—were brought back to help students produce their works. Initially, Larimer of the NOLA Project ran a play-writing workshop; Cook, a visual artist and poet, spoke to students interested in poetry; and Faust, a photographer, worked with short-story writers. Their jobs changed after the winning works were announced: Larimer will direct the performances; Faust will work with journalism students to record the project; and Cook, will create the sets with students.

Winning entries reflect the connection between the students’ worlds and the art in the Ogden—as well as explore life in their neighborhoods.
Rabouin staff involved in this program includes: Glenda McQueen (chair of English Department), Cassie Young, Merle Robertson, Jermaine Zanders, Sophia Scott and Chelsea Schmitz. Ogden staff includes education coordinator Kate Barron, who oversees the program.

The event, funded by the MaggieGeorge Foundation, will also include music from the L.E Rabouin Concert Band and The Falcons Voices of Praise, a performance by its dance ensemble, and a display of art. The winners of the contest will be recognized for their efforts and will be given awards by the Ogden.

What: “An Evening of Drama, Words and Art”

   Performance of prize-winning entries from the L.E. Rabouin High School writing contest.

When: Friday, December 5, 6 p.m. Admission is FREE.

Where: L.E. Rabouin High School, 727 Carondelet St. (Event in school theatre on first floor)
CTD.
ABOUT THE OGDEN

The Ogden Museum of Southern Art/University of New Orleans is home to the largest and most comprehensive collection of Southern art in the world. Here you will find the story of the South—the old as well as the new, as told through its art, music and education programs. The museum includes Stephen Goldring Hall, which opened in 2003, and two buildings under construction and renovation: the Clementine Hunter Education Wing and the Patrick F. Taylor Library, designed by American 19th-century architect, Henry Hobson Richardson. Among the many artists represented in the museum’s collection are Benny Andrews, William Dunlap, Ida Kohlmeyer, Will Henry Stevens, Hunt Slonem and George Ohr.







###

Museum hours are 10am-5pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6-8pm Thursday evenings for Ogden After Hours.  For more information, call 504.539.9600, or go to www.ogdenmuseum.org.
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