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Lafayette/New Orleans: A Memorial Tribute for 

Louisiana legend Elemore Morgan Jr. 
The Ogden Museum of Southern Art will host a special Ogden After Hours memorial tribute for Elemore Morgan Jr. (1931 – 2008) on Thursday, May 29, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Moderated by Nick Spitzer, Ph.D., host of “American Routes,” the event will feature tributes from special guests, as well as a performance by the Packway Handle Band.

In addition to the memorial service, the museum has organized an exhibition of Morgan Jr.’s works from its collection. Located on the museum’s third floor, the exhibition will feature paintings, including the iconic “View from the Prairie” (1988) -- the image of which was used for the poster and invitation for the museum’s grand opening in 2003 -- “Distressed Blossom” (2006), and evocative photographs of Cajun musicians. In 2006, the museum had a retrospective of both his and his father’s work. A book, “Art and Life in Louisiana: Elemore Morgan Sr. and Elemore Morgan Jr.,” by David Houston, was published by the museum to complement the exhibition.
One of the most important and respected artists in Louisiana and the South, Morgan Jr. passed away on Sunday, May 18, 2008, at the University of Maryland Medical Center in Baltimore, Md. Morgan Jr. died due to complications from the heart surgery he had in April, 2008. He was 76 years old.  


Morgan Jr. was celebrated for his colorful paintings of vernacular architecture and panoramic vistas of the prairies of Southwestern Louisiana. With the exceptions of the occasional Mississippi River scene and New Orleans cityscapes, the majority of his paintings concentrated on a 30-mile-square area between Kaplan, Abbeville and Maurice, La. 

“Elemore was a great friend to the Ogden Museum, and to all of us who work here,” says museum director J. Richard Gruber. “His generous spirit and grand artistic vision will be missed by all who knew him. Elemore’s art was rooted in the environment and culture of his native Louisiana, passed on to him by his father, noted photographer Elemore Morgan Sr. His love of this state and his understanding of its unique history infused the entire range of his work, which will serve as a lasting legacy for future generations.”

The Arthur Roger Gallery in New Orleans currently has an exhibition of Morgan Jr.’s work on view until May 31.

“Elemore had such a deep connection to New Orleans, as well as all of Louisiana. There’s been such an outpour of interest and concern, we are deeply grateful that the Ogden Museum is hosting an event where people can come together to honor Elemore,” says Arthur Roger, owner of Arthur Roger Gallery.

###

Museum hours are 11am-4pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6-8pm Thursday evenings for Ogden After Hours. Free to members, $10 general admission.
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