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The Ogden Museum of Southern Art presents 

“New Orleans Art Pioneers: Charles and Ethel Huston”

[image: image2.jpg]


NEW ORLEANS, La. – Charles Huston and his daughter Ethel Huston were at the forefront of the New Orleans’ developing art community in the early 20th century. The exhibition at the Ogden Museum of Southern Art reflects Charles Hutson’s visionary, self-taught approach (right), while Ethel Hutson’s sensitive pieces (below left) reflect the Arts and Crafts aesthetic from the training she received at Newcomb College.
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During their lifetimes, the Hustons both pursued art interests in sketching, painting and writing, while becoming increasingly associated with New Orleans’ developing world of art, and the specific art community centered around Newcomb College and the Delgado Museum (now the New Orleans Museum of Art) – one of the earliest art museums in the South.

Charles Hutson’s art was influenced by his many travels and experiences across the South, and he built upon his family’s long history in South Carolina, which included a legacy of planters, pastors, lawyers and legislators. Although Hutson refused formal training, he was far from uneducated. As a professor of classics and literature, he traveled across the South, teaching at several Southern universities. While at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, he met his future wife, Mary Jane Lockett, who gave birth to the first of their nine children, Ethel, in 1872.

While growing up, Ethel Hutson moved nine times with her family across the South. She attended the University of Mississippi in Oxford while her father was teaching there, and was encouraged by family members to sketch and paint. After spending time studying in New York, she rejoined her family in New Orleans. Ethel was active in the suffrage movement and became a member of the larger New Orleans community, including writing several features and art reviews for the Times-Picayune. 

The Hustons’ show is on display to January 2009.

###

The Ogden Museum of Southern Art, University of New Orleans, is one of the best-kept secrets in New Orleans—and the South. Museum representatives and artists also provide art classes and programs for children. In addition, musical artists perform each Thursday at Ogden After Hours. 

Museum hours are 11am-4pm Wednesday through Sunday and 6-8pm Thursday evenings for Ogden After Hours. Free to members, $5 general admission (June 14 to Sept. 7, 2008); $10 after Sept. 8, 2008. 

For more information, please visit: www.ogdenmuseum.org.
