
			   The Way I See It 

Middle/High School
3-4 classes

Essential Questions
How do humans impact the environment in negative ways? 
Why is oil an important resource and what do we use it for? 
What impact did the BP Oil Spill have on the ecosystem  of 
the Gulf Coast? Did the oil spill effect any other parts of life?   
How do we, the public find out about these environmental 
tragedies? 
How can artists respond to issues concerning the 
environment? 

Enduring Understandings
Students will recognize the environmental issues and 
hazards in their own neighborhood. 
Students will become more aware of what they as 
individuals can do to increase public awareness.
Students will recognize the impact of images and
photography. 

Investigate
As a class, investigate the artwork of Jimmy Descant’s The Shape of Louisiana Commenting on the 
Shape of Louisiana.  What do you think the artist is responding to? What materials does the artist 
use?  Do you think his artwork has an impact?  An excerpt from Jimmy Descant’s artist statement:  
This series is a commentary on living and breathing in La. post Katrina and BP oil spill and Edwin’s 
release, but also decades of destruction and decimation of our natural resources by businesses 
courted by corrupt politics under the disguise of job opportunities and financial survival.

Create
Engage the students in a discussion about environmental issues and what they can do individually 
to help reduce our carbon footprint. When disasters and environmental threats happen, how do we, 
the public find out?  The media is one way in which we receive information.  How do we, the public, 
find out about disasters and environmental threats?  The media, especially photojournalists, is one 
source of information in which the public receives information about environmental issues.  Imagine 
you are  photojournalist and need to report on environmental hazards in your neighborhood.  Use you 
cell phone to take 10 images of what you find.  Upload these images to the classroom flicker account.  
Pick the most empowering photo and write a response to what you as an individual can do to solve 
this problem. 
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	 Inspired by the Artwork of Jimmy Descant



Final Product
Create a class photography exhibit accompanied by the student’s artist statements. 

Materials	 	  
Cell Phones
Cameras
Computers

Environmental Science GLE’s
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Jimmy Descant Agua de la Muerte

Jimmy Descant  Make A Alligator To Make
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Analyze the consequences of changes in selected divisions of 
the biosphere (e.g., ozone depletion, global warming, acid rain) 
(SE-H-A5) (SE-H-A7)
Give examples and describe the effect of pollutants on selected 
populations.      
( SE-H- A11)
Identify the factors that cause the inequitable distribution of 
Earth’s resources (e.g., politics, economics, climate) (SE-H-B3)

Environmental Science GLE’s 

Determine the interrelationships of clean water, land, and air to the success of organisms in a given population (SE-H-C1)
Relate environmental quality to quality of life (SE-H-C2)
Analyze the effect of common social, economic, technological, and political considerations on environmental policy 
(SE-H-C3)
Analyze the risk-benefit ratio for selected environmental situations (SE-H-C4)
Describe the relationship between public support and the enforcement of environmental policies (SE-H-C5)
Discuss how education and collaboration can affect the prevention and control of a selected pollutant (SE-H-D2)
(SE-H-D3)
Determine local actions that can affect the global environment (SE-H-D4)
Describe how accountability toward the environment affects sustainability (SE-H-D5)




