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Overview
The Ogden Museum of Southern Art developed an artist-in-residency 
program that matches artists in the Ogden collection with their 
neighborhood public schools.   The artist spends four weeks in the school 
creating art with the students.The residency program, Artists and Sense of 
Place, gives students the opportunity to explore their neighborhoods 
through the artist’s chosen media.  The artist-in-residence at Joseph A. 
Craig Elementary School was Elizabeth Shannon who brought her talents 
as artist, art educator and art activist to the school.  Ms. Shannon provided 
developmentally appropriate art experiences for each class in pre-
kindergarten through second grade and special education classes. The 
activities focused on the basic elements of art - color, line, shape and 
form.  Influenced by the strong Mardi Gras traditions in the Treme 
neighborhood, Ms. Shannon created a carnival parade from the students’ 
work.  She also documented the process through a photographic journal.  
The “parade” was exhibited at the Uphill Gallery in the Treme 
Neighborhood.
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Enduring Idea
The elements of art are elements of everyday life 
and learning in the neighborhood.  As such, these 
elements should not only be present in the lives of 
children, but should be celebrated.  Through this 
residency, Ms. Shannon is once again an advocate 
for arts education and parades its virtues in true 
New Orleans fashion.
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The Artist - Elizabeth Shannon
Elizabeth Shannon’s art visually advocates for causes ranging 

from the environment to education.   A long time activist 
for the arts in New Orleans, Ms. Shannon’s work at Craig 
Elementary explores the need for arts education in the 
schools.  By introducing the every day aspects of the basic 
elements of art with young children, Ms. Shannon 
demonstrated the relationship of art to language, math, 
history and culture. An internationally recognized artist, 
Ms. Shannon continually offers her expertise for the 
benefit of children and schools. 
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The Artist - Elizabeth Shannon
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Scope and Sequence - Preparation
• Research - the artist explored neighborhood resources such as the 

Backstreet Cultural Museum and the New Orleans African American 
Museum as well as the Mardi Gras traditions in the neighborhood

• Meeting with the principal - Ms. Ann Rowson Love met with Ms. 
Young prior to the residency.  Ms. Shannon and Ms. Randolph met 
with Ms. Young to discuss scope, room needs and schedule.

• Teacher meetings - During the first week of the residency, Ms. 
Shannon met with each teacher to determine classroom’s familiarity 
with art and teacher needs.

• Art Lab - The room was set up as an art lab where teachers and 
students could use materials, work with the artist and explore lesson 
plans and resources.
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Scope and Sequence - Students’ Work
• Pre-K - LINE

– Warm up:  Continuous line drawings that capture the rhythm of 
music.

– Trace hands and blend colors with oil pastels.  Hands were cut out 
and created a collage for the “parade.”

– Use of modeling clay to limber up.  Create hands with clay one 
digit at a time.

• Kindergarten - COLOR
– Identify primary and secondary colors with color wheel.
– Blend colors with oil pastel on color wheel photocopy using cotton 

swabs.
– Color wheels were cut out and used as color cones for the 

“parade.”
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LINE AND COLOR
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Scope and Sequence - Students’ Work
• First Grade - COLOR AND MIXING PAINT

– Warm up:  Demonstrate how to hold paintbrushes and how to paint with them
– Paint shapes on paper with primary colors
– Blend primary colors to make different shapes in secondary colors
– Paint plastic toy horses using primary colors
– Painted papers were hung in exhibit as color quilt
– Painted horses created horse brigade for the “parade”

• Special Education - FEEL OF COLOR
– Place children’s hands in paint or paint hands.  Make hand print on different 

colored paper.
– Place children’s fingers in paint and help them “paint” textured paper.  Make prints 

from these paintings.
– Hand and texture prints displayed in exhibit
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COLOR - MIXING, TOUCHING
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Scope and Sequence - Students’ Work
• Second Grade - CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL LINKS

– Introduction:  Make connections with the New Orleans African American 
Museum’s Congo Masks

– Color photocopies of Congo Masks with oil pastels.  Attach beads to masks.  
Beaded masks were used as the characters in the “parade.”

– Recycle milk cartons for small gardens of rye grass in classroom.  (This is a good 
example of using the resources of the artist in residence who helped this classroom 
teacher develop this idea due to her interest in recycling.)

• Second Grade - MATH:  SHAPE TO FORM
– Introduction:  Discuss working in teams, sharing materials as well as concepts of 

shape to form.
– Create three dimensional geometric shapes (rectangle, pyramid, cube, cone) from 

pre-cut shapes.
– Assemble shapes into characters for “parade” floats.
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LINKS TO SOCIAL STUDIES AND MATH
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Scope and Sequence - Students’ Work
• Second Grade - SHAPE, PATTERN AND TEXTURE

– Introduction:  Identify basic shapes - triangle, rectangle, circle, oval, 
square.

– Draw shapes on poster board in pattern.
– Cut out shapes from painted textured cardboard.
– Place shapes on paper and color in white spaces.
– Patterned pieces were uses as floats in “parade.”

• NCP - COLOR, SHAPE, SCALE, SEQUENCE
– Introduce Mardi Gras Indian culture at the Backstreet Museum and

discuss color, texture, materials.
– Create head dresses with cardboard, paint, beads and feathers.
– Demonstrate color and sequence using small plastic dinosaurs in blue, red, 

yellow, and purple.  Dinosaurs became a brigade in the “parade.”
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SHAPE, TEXTURE, PATTERN, SEQUENCE
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Scope and Sequence - Students’ Work
• ED - COLOR AND FOCUS

– Introduction:  Discuss working 
with art materials.  Show examples 
of Congo Masks in books.

– Color photocopies of Congo 
Masks with oil pastels. 

– Identify primary and secondary 
colors with color wheel.

– Blend colors with oil pastel on 
color wheel photocopy. 

– Colors were blended on both the 
Congo Masks and the color wheel 
using cotton swabs.
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Neighborhood Discovery
Joseph A. Craig Elementary is within walking distance to several cultural 
resources.  During the residency, students from two classrooms visited the 
Backstreet Cultural Museum which exhibits Mardi Gras Indian and Jazz 
Funeral artifacts.  Other classrooms had visited the New Orleans African 
American Museum prior to the residency and were well versed in their 
African Mask and Louisiana collections.  The Treme Community Center 
held a jazz concert for the students during the residency and cultural 
events are also held at the Mahalia Jackson theater in Armstrong Park 
across the street from Craig.  The newest neighbor to Craig is the Uphill 
Gallery, a collaboration between St. Mark’s Community Center and the 
Ogden Museum of Southern Art.  The exhibition for the Craig artist in 
residency was held at the Uphill Gallery.
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Exhibition at Uphill Gallery
The artist, Elizabeth Shannon, took the elements of art created by 
the students and developed a panorama of a Mardi Gras Parade 
across the gallery wall.  A color quilt was also made from the 
students’ color exercises and “hung” on another wall.  The process 
of making the art was shown through a series of large photographs 
and a scrapbook. The exhibit opening was held March 20, 2003 at 
the Uphill Gallery.
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EXHIBIT OPENING - UPHILL GALLERY
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Related Content Standards
K-4 Loui siana  C onten t Be nchm arks
Visual Ar t
Benchma rks K -4
CE-1 VA- E1 Exp lore and id enti fy im agery  fro m a variety  of  sour ces  and d emon strate vi sual rep resentation;
CE-1 VA- E2 Exp lore tec hniqu es and  techno logie s for visu al exp ress ion and commun ication;
CE-1 VA- E3 Use art vocabul ary  and  the elements  and prin cipals of design  to  com munic ate the  languag e of  

art;
CE-1 VA- E5 W ork  individu ally and  as a  group  memb er  in  a responsibl e and  produ ctiv e m ann er;
AP-2 VA- E2 Recogni ze  and  respond  to con cep ts, such  as beauty  and t as te, wh ich are determin ed by

cultur e and  dif fer from  person to person;
AP-2 VA- E3 Discuss and id enti fy the role and status  of  the arti st and  ho w art is used  in  dai ly life, in  the 

workpl ace , and  w ithin  the  community;
AP-2 VA- E5 Particip ate in elementary inquiry  into  the basic qu es tion “W ha t is art?”
HP-3 VA- E2 Exp ress ho w visu al symbol s commun icate a unive rsal languag e;
HP-3 VA- E3 Exp lore and di scuss art im ages from  the pas t and  the pr esent ;
HP-3 VA- E4 Identi fy media used in  w ork s of  art throughout  history;
HP-3 VA- E5 De scrib e w ays th e visu al arts are used in  da ily  life;
CA -4VA -E2 W ork  individu ally and/o r coll ec tive ly to  identify  symbol s and  im ages in  art  and oth er co re

curri cula.

Benchma rks Pre-K
PK-VA- VA1 Observe  variou s fo rms of a rt expr ession
PK-VA- VA2 Particip ate in individu al and group  art activit ies
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Related Content Standards
Language Arts
BENCHMARKS K-4
ELA-2-E2  focusing on language, concepts, and ideas that show an awareness of the intended audience

and/or purpose (e.g., classroom, real-life, workplace) in developing compositions;  
ELA-4-E2 giving and following directions/procedures
ELA-7-E2  problem solving by using reasoning skills, life experiences, and available information;

BENCHMARKS PRE-K

PK-LL-L1 Listen and understand directions and conversation.

PK-LL-L2 Follow directions that involve two-or three-step sequence of actions.

PK-LL-L4 Demonstrate understanding of new vocabulary introduced in 
conversations, activities, stories or books.

PK-LL-W2 Use early stages of writing in the form of shapes and letter-like symbols 
to convey ideas.
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Related Content Standards
M ath
B e n c h ma r k s  K - 4
N -1 - E C onst r uc t ing  numb e r  m e an ing  a nd d e mon s tr a ting  tha t  a  numb er
c an  b e  e xpr es se d in  m a ny d i ff e re nt  form s
N -9 - E De monst r a t ing  th e conn ec tion  of numb er  a nd numb e r  re la tion s
to  the oth e r  st r and s  a nd  to r e a l  lif e situ a tion s
M -1- E A ppl ying  the c onc e pt s  o f  l e ngth ,  a rea , volum e , c a p ac ity,
we ight,  m a ss , tim e , mon e y a nd  te m pe r atu r e to r e a l -w orld  exp e rien ce s
M -4- E U sing  e s t ima t ion  s kill s  to  d e sc rib e,  ord e r ,  a nd  co m pa r e
m ea sur es  o f  l e ngth ,  ca pa c ity ,  we igh/m as s , tim e and  te mp e ra tur e
G -1 - E De te rmining  th e  r el a tion s hip s  a mong  sh a p e s
G -2 - E Id e nti f ying, de sc ribing ,  c omp a ring ,  c on s tru c ting ,  a nd
c la ss ifying  tw o-dim e n s ion a l a nd th re e - dim e nsion a l geom e tr ic s hap es  u s ing a
v a ri e ty  of m a te ri a ls
G -4 - E D raw ing,  c onst r uc t ing  mod e ls , and  c omp a ring g e om e tr ic
s hap es , w ith s p e ci a l  a tten t ion  to  d e velop ing  s pat ial s en se
G -6 - E De monst r a t ing  th e conn ec tion  of g e om e try  to the oth e r  st r and s
a nd to  rea l-li f e s i tua t ions .
B e n c h ma r k s  P r e -K
P K -CM -N 1 C omp a re  numb e rs  o f  obj ec ts
P K -CM 0- N 2P e rf orm  on e- to-on e  c or r e s pond e nc e
P K -CM -N 4 C ount obj ec ts
P K -CM -M 2 A nti c ip a te , re me m be r , and d e sc rib e se qu e nc es  o f  e v e nts
P K -CM -P1 R e c ogni ze  p a tt e rn s  in  th e  phy s ica l w orld
P K -CM -P2 De sc rib e,  c opy,  e xtend ,  cr e a te  p a tt e rn s  a nd  m a ke  pr e di c tion s
a bout p a tt e rn s
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Related Content Standards
 Social Studies

BENCHMARKS K-4
H-1B-E2  relating the history of the local community and comparing it to other communities of long ago;
H-1C-E1 describing the people, events, and ideas that were significant to the growth and development

of our state and nation;  
H-1C-E4  recognizing how folklore and other cultural elements have contributed to our local, state, and

national heritage;
G-1A-E2 locating and interpreting geographic features and places on maps and globes; 
G-1B-E2  identifying and describing the human characteristics of places, including population

distributions and culture;
G-1B-E3  describing how the physical and human characteristics of places change over time;
G-IC-E2 describing and comparing the types of settlement and patterns of land use in local

communities, the United States and world regions;

BENCHMARKS PRE-K

PK-CSS-G2 Use words to indicate directionality, position, and size

PK-CSS-G3 Develop awareness of the world around you
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Vocabulary
• Line
• Color
• Form
• Mass
• Shape
• Trace
• Construction
• Pattern
• Texture

• Smooth
• Rough
• Carnival
• Congo
• Samba
• Parade
• Procession
• Primary Colors
• Secondary Colors
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